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No plug and play for renewables. 

Transmission and planning delays hold back investors. 
 
Tuesday 15 July, Melbourne:  The Clean Energy Investor Group (CEIG) latest member survey, 
covering investors with $38 billion in renewable assets across Australia, has found that 
transmission delays and slow planning processes are the biggest issues holding back capital, 
closely followed by costly and slow grid connections and lengthy environmental assessments. 
 
Investors overwhelmingly (90%) viewed the re-election of the Federal Labor Government as a 
positive sign for the industry noting Australia was seen as just “somewhat attractive” for 
investment due to regulatory complexity, infrastructure constraints such as transmission, and 
commercial risks. 
 
Key survey insights: 

 Transmission delays and state planning process were ranked as the largest obstacles to 
clean energy investment in 2025, with the EPBC process not far behind; 

 NSW has topped Australian States for investment potential, with Queensland slipping to 
second; 

 Onshore wind remains the top-ranked technology for investment, followed closely by 
batteries in second and solar in third; 

 Offshore wind has moved up the ranks from sixth to fifth as government support 
strengthens; and 

 Nuclear energy remains firmly at the bottom of the list, consistent with last year’s 
results. 

 
“As Federal Parliament returns next week, investors are sending a clear message: Australia 
cannot afford more delays to its renewables rollout,” said CEIG Chief Executive Officer, Richie 
Merzian. 
 
“The Albanese Government has a clear mandate to deliver on its 2030 target for clean energy, 
that must include accelerating and coordinating the transmission buildout and reforming the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act,” 
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“Australia remains highly reliant on foreign investment for renewables, with over 70% coming 
from overseas. If the nation continues to be just somewhat attractive for investors we can 
expect that global capital to flow elsewhere, to other jurisdictions that are rolling out 
renewables and transmission with speed and scale,” Merzian said. 
 
“Investors are focused on technologies like wind, batteries and solar that are proven, scalable, 
and ready to plug and play. Policy-makers should be focused on removing the barriers that are 
impacting their delivery.”  
 
The survey shows that NSW currently ranks as the most attractive state for clean energy 
investment,  following their updated NSW Renewable Energy Planning Framework — 
overtaking Queensland, which ranked first in 2024.  
 
“NSW has made progress with clearer policy direction and recent planning reforms, but Premier 
Minns still has more work which we hope he will explore at his Investment Summit in October,” 
said CEIG CEO Richie Merzian. 
 
“The recent legislative changes and uncertainty in Queensland have weighed heavily on 
investor confidence, despite the Queensland Government’s claims it remains open for 
business.” 
 
Read the full report: https://www.ceig.org.au/2025-clean-energy-outlook/ 
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Notes to editors    

In 2024 CEIG launched its annual member survey to gather insights on clean energy investment 
in Australia. The results enable CEIG to track evolving priorities and challenges in clean energy 
investment. 

The survey draws on perspectives from investors and developers representing a significant 
share of Australia's large-scale clean energy pipeline. 
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About the Clean Energy Investor Group 

The Clean Energy Investor Group represents domestic and global renewable energy developers 
and investors, with more than 16GW of installed renewable energy capacity across more than 
76 power stations and a combined portfolio value of around $38 billion. CEIG members’ project 
pipeline is estimated to be more than 46GW across Australia. It is an investor body, 
representing the unique perspective of clean energy investors to regulators, policy makers and 
the broader energy sector.   

https://www.ceig.org.au/ 

List of CEIG Members: refer to www.ceig.org.au/ 

 


