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South Australia: Clean energy capital and blueprint for
the world’s renewable transformation

South Australia has emerged as one of the world’s leading clean energy systems,
generating 74% of its electricity from wind and solar in 2024, and on track to reach
100% net renewables by 2027.

As South Australia’s capital Adelaide is put forward as host city for the UN Climate
Summit next year, its credentials are on full show in the new report from the Clean
Energy Investor Group (CEIG) on South Australia’s pioneering clean energy grid.

The report, South Australia: The Denmark Down Under, launched by Minister Chris
Bowen at the Australian Pavilion at COP30 in Brazil, provides a concrete example for
global policymakers seeking to triple renewables by 2030.

Key points

e South Australia’s 74% of electricity from renewables is one of the highest
shares globally, matched only by Denmark (~70%).

e For around 300 days last year, the state’s power demands were fulfilled entirely
by renewables at some point during the day.

e Oneintwo homes in South Australia have rooftop solar — the highest rate
globally.

e The state is on track to reach 100% net renewables by 2027, aligning with the
worldwide goal of tripling renewable energy by 2030.

As Australia bids to host COP31 in Adelaide, South Australia is well-positioned as a
model for how investing in clean energy production can boost local prosperity while
also helping trading partners decarbonise. The state is poised to lead Australia’s
transition to clean commodity exports such as green iron, leveraging its world-class
renewable energy resources.

“South Australia proves that clean energy systems can be reliable, secure and
affordable. Itis the Denmark down under — an example the world can learn from,” said
Richie Merzian, CEO of the Clean Energy Investor Group.


https://www.ceig.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/CEIG-Report-South-Australia-Denmark-Down-Under-web.pdf

“Over the last fifteen years, South Australia has quietly led the country, and arguably the
world in the clean energy transition, with three quarters of all electricity consumed now
renewables and half of all homes with rooftop solar,” said Richie Merzian, CEO of the
Clean Energy Investor Group.

“Adelaide has already delivered on the global goal of tripling renewable energy and
would be an ideal host city for next year’s climate summit, to show the world how you
develop and run a reliable, clean and secure grid with high variable renewable energy,”

“New modelling by Baringa shows South Australia as the most competitive location for
green iron production within the National Electricity Market, thanks to its ample clean
energy, rich magnetite iron ore deposits and consistent policy direction,”

“COP31 will bring the whole world to Adelaide, the clean energy capital, with
chequebookin hand ready to invest in the next stage of its net zero transition. It’s an
opportunity we can't miss.”

South Australia: The Denmark Down Under report is available to download here.
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About the Clean Energy Investor Group

The Clean Energy Investor Group represents domestic and global renewable energy
developers and investors, with more than 16GW of installed renewable energy capacity
across more than 76 power stations and a combined portfolio value of around $38
billion. CEIG members’ project pipeline is estimated to be more than 46GW across
Australia.

Itis an investor body, representing the unique perspective of clean energy investors to
regulators, policy makers and the broader energy sector.

List of CEIG Members: refer to www.ceig.org.au
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