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AEMO’s roadmap to renewables shows the costs of delay 
 
The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) 2026 draft Integrated System Plan (ISP) 
charts the scenarios available on the road to renewables recognising the growing 
obstacles faced by investors and developers. The Clean Energy Investor Group welcomes 
the plan and the growing role of clean energy which can now provide a majority of energy 
generation in the NEM, meeting  51% of demand in October 2025.  
 
While the Step Change scenario remains the most likely (46%), the Accelerated Transition 
scenario is now more plausible, reflecting strengthening investor appetite and the 
potential for Australia to pursue a faster, lower-cost transition. 
 
The ISP also reflects the obstacles investors and developers have faced through the 
Constrained Delivery sensitivity. As CEIG recommended, the ISP has introduced a new 
transition delay sensitivity analysis that measures the potential impact of a 30% delay.  
 
The sensitivity shows that if planning, approvals and transmission rollout continue to lag, 
renewable generation could fall from the targeted 82% to just 75%, missing key targets. 
CEIG welcomes this sensitivity analysis as a clear signal to governments that the cost of 
inaction is rising.  
 
CEIG will continue to work with AEMO, market bodies and governments to lower investor 
risk, align jurisdictional policies, and ensure the 2026 ISP becomes a genuine delivery plan 
for Australia’s clean energy transformation. 
 
Quotes attributable to Richie Merzian, CEO of the Clean Energy Investor Group. 
 
“The ISP reaffirms renewables as the cheapest form of energy and lays out a shared and 
honest roadmap for the transition and the obstacles ahead,” 
 
“To fund 120GW of solar and wind, it is crucial we continue to attract foreign investment, 
which makes up the majority of clean energy financing, 
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“If we delay the renewable rollout, as shown in ISP’s Constrained Delivery sensitivity 
recommended by the Clean Energy Investor Group, we all pay - through higher energy 
prices as coal stays in the system longer or through missed renewable energy targets and 
future industry investment opportunities, 
 
“Clean energy investors stand ready to deliver the $128 billion in capital for the grid-scale 
generation, storage, and distribution, with the right investment signals in the market, 
  
“The Accelerated Transition scenario is increasingly within reach, but only if governments 
address delays in planning assessment processes and transmission buildout,” 
 
Richie Merzian is available for comment. 
 
Read CEIG’s submission to the 2024 Integrated System Plan here. 
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About the Clean Energy Investor Group 

The Clean Energy Investor Group represents domestic and global renewable energy 
developers and investors, with more than 16GW of installed renewable energy capacity 
across more than 76 power stations and a combined portfolio value of around $38 billion. 
CEIG members’ project pipeline is estimated to be more than 46GW across Australia.   

It is an investor body, representing the unique perspective of clean energy investors to 
regulators, policy makers and the broader energy sector. 

List of CEIG Members: refer to www.ceig.org.au 

https://www.ceig.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/CEIG-response-AEMO_Draft-2024-ISP-final.pdf
https://www.ceig.org.au/
http://www.ceig.org.au/

