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Investor concern over extending Eraring coal power 
station 

 
Australia’s clean energy rollout is lagging behind and the recent decision to extend Eraring 
coal-fired power station until April 2029 underscores the urgent need for efficient clean 
energy approval processes to prevent further costly coal extensions. 
 
Coal fired power station extensions impact the confidence of investors to back in new 
energy projects. To avoid this, NSW must make planning processes more efficient and 
predictable for clean energy, storage and transmission projects. 
 
The Clean Energy Investor Group (CEIG) recommends NSW urgently adopts broader use of 
Critical State Significant Infrastructure (CSSI) to accelerate delivery of priority clean energy 
projects. The CEIG report on NSW planning identified this reform would help reduce 
approval timeframes, improve investor confidence, and unlock faster investment in 
renewables, storage and transmission. 
 
“The decision to extend Eraring is a consequence of slow and inefficient planning 
approvals for new clean energy and we can't let this happen again,” said Richie Merzian, 
CEO of the Clean Energy Investor Group. 
 
“Investors are ready to deliver the clean energy we need in NSW, but inconsistent planning, 
slow assessments and grid access constraints are delaying projects and pushing back the 
transition.” 
 
“NSW must treat clean energy as Critical State Significant Infrastructure – fast-tracking 
investment into electricity and avoiding further costly decisions like today.’’ 
 
Richie Merzian is available for comment. 
 

ENDS 
 

https://www.ceig.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/HSF-CEIG-Report-Delivering-major-clean-energy-projects-in-NSW-14-December-202380.pdf


 2 

Media enquiries:  
Hayden Starr | Marketing, Communications & Media Lead at Clean Energy Investor Group 
media@ceig.org.au | 0401 031 154 

 
About the Clean Energy Investor Group 

The Clean Energy Investor Group represents domestic and global renewable energy 
developers and investors, with more than 16GW of installed renewable energy capacity 
across more than 76 power stations and a combined portfolio value of around $38 billion. 
CEIG members’ project pipeline is estimated to be more than 46GW across Australia.   

It is an investor body, representing the unique perspective of clean energy investors to 
regulators, policy makers and the broader energy sector. 

List of CEIG Members: refer to www.ceig.org.au 
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