Planning fixes needed to unlock NSW clean energy

Approval times for solar, wind and battery projects in NSW are amongst the slowest in
Australia, highlighting a planning system that is in need of further reform, according to a new
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report from the Clean Energy Investor Group (CEIG).

The report, Delivering Major Clean Energy Projects in NSW: 2026 Update, identifies progress

made by the Planning Department since CEIG’s first report and recommendations in 2023,
especially on wind timeframes, and further concrete opportunities to accelerate approvals and

deliver much needed renewable energy, storage and transmission across the state.

Planning approval processes for major clean energy projects in NSW remain uncertain,
extremely costly, and significantly lengthier than other states, putting at risk the growth of an

industry that NSW Treasurer Mookhey says is keeping NSW out of recession.

e Despite improvements, wind energy approvals remain slow, taking 1384 days on

average to approve (March 2021 to March 2026).

e Planning timelines have lengthened for solar (1138 days) and battery projects (614

days).

o Development application fees in NSW are well above other jurisdictions, NSW planning
application fees are up to 48 times higher than in Queensland, and over 10 times higher

than Victoria and WA.
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“NSW topped our 2025 member survey as the most attractive state for clean energy
investment, however there are still delays and bottlenecks when it comes to turning dollars into
electrons in the state,” said Richie Merzian, CEO of the Clean Energy Investor Group.

“NSW is charging developers up to 48 times more for a planning application than Queensland
but taking three times longer to approve solar and wind farms, something has to change. Let's
use the NSW Budget in June to reform, improve and deliver on clean energy.”

“NSW has taken important steps forward, particularly through the Renewable Energy Planning
Framework and broader reforms, but approval processes for major clean energy projects
remain too slow, too uncertain and too expensive.”

“Clean energy investors are ready to deploy billions of dollars into renewable energy and
infrastructure in NSW, but the planning system must be equipped to facilitate timely and
efficient decision-making. Our report sets out how.”

Recommendations to improve approval certainty and reduce delays, including:

e properly resourcing the Investment Delivery Authority (IDA) and Development
Coordination Authority (DCA);

e expanding the use of Critical State Significant Infrastructure (CSSI) and State Significant
Infrastructure (SSI) pathways for major renewable energy and storage projects;

e streamlining scoping documents for environmental impact assessments and reducing
duplicative RFls;

e shifting more detailed matters to the post-approval stage where appropriate;

e broadening access to Strategic Offset Delivery Agreements (SODAs); and

o reducing merit appeal risks for State significant clean energy projects.

The report also recommends reviewing NSW’s development application fee structure, noting
that fees are heavily linked to project capital costs even where higher costs do not necessarily
increase assessment complexity or Government resourcing requirements.

The report, Delivering Major Clean Energy Projects in NSW: 2026 Update, draws on CEIG
member input and was prepared with assistance from HSF Kramer.
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About the Clean Energy Investor Group

The Clean Energy Investor Group represents domestic and global renewable energy developers
and investors, with more than 16 GW of installed renewable energy capacity across more than
76 power stations and a combined portfolio value of around $38 billion. CEIG members have a
project pipeline of more than 150GW across Australia. It is an investor body, representing the
unique perspective of clean energy investors to regulators, policy makers and the broader
energy sector.

https://www.ceig.org.au/

List of CEIG Members: refer to www.ceig.org.au/
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